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ment has to do in India, is a fool and an unworthy servant of the Crown.
He is a fool, for he loses the happiness of his life : he is unworthy, for he crushes out of his heart the true motive for earnest and efficient work. The Government wants officers of whom the people may say, as they said of the old Roman centurion, " He loveth our nation:" men whose work is a delight to them. I can hardly believe that any man that gives himself with a broad mind and kindly heart to his work in India, will fail to merit that description, whatever men may say of him, and however they may misrepresent Mm. And I believe that we shall always have such men; for the people win affection, and the work is fascinating.
I once had the pleasure of receiving in India a friend from Scotland, who was a great authority on agriculture. I was on tour in the Nerbudda Division of the Central Provinces. He joined my camp for several days. He rode the march every morning either with me or with one of my staff, who was interpreter for me. He talked to the people about their agricultural methods, and he watched with the greatest interest all our work among them. One day he said to me, cc Is it true that you were thinking of retiring from the service ? " I replied that, a
"V
year or two before, my health had rather broken down, and I
did think then of retiring. He said, with strong feeling, " Man, if I were in your position, I would never retire; you are a king!" Yes, one's power and influence are great, and the work is worth doing.
I went to India in 1871 with a good deal of British enthusiasm for the work which lay before me; but I confess that my feelings of love to the country and its peoples, and my pride and pleasure in my work, have intensified year by year. I know more of the country probably than most men. I have not only served for many years in one Province, and for five years in another; but I have also visited every Province in India twice, on Government Commissions, and seen almost every important Native State.